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This booklet gives you a summary of the process for applying to universities around the world. It includes
important information, advice, dates, and useful websites. Please keep it safe for future reference.

You can also access all information for students and parents on your Microsoft Teams Year Group, and from 2024,
on EdAdmin directly.

Students will also receive additional detailed information from us about specific aspects of the process that affect
them at key points in the year. We will send information emails to parents at key points in the year.
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3 common mistakes students make when applying to the US
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Please note: There are a HUGE number of universities all around the world. This booklet covers a great
deal of options, but it is by no means exhaustive! It is up to you to use your research skills to explore the
world of opportunities available to you.

Use your Unifrog account and the other suggested sites to discover a whole world of opportunities!

Reasons for going to university

You should now be thinking about what you are intending to do after completing your A-Levels. While some of
you may be intending to seek employment or an apprenticeship, the majority of you will be applying for
university or other higher education courses. It is very important that you prepare your HE application carefully
because the decisions you make will affect the next three or four years of your lives and, possibly, beyond.

There are many reasons for going to university:



e Increase potential earnings and improve career prospects [‘Over the course of a lifetime, estimates suggest
women can expect to earn about £250,000 more if they have a degree, while the figure is roughly £170,000 for
men.” Source: Institute for Fiscal Studies, 2017].

e Social and cultural reasons - broaden your horizons and your ways of looking at the world.

e Exciting opportunities to live/ study/ work abroad or spend a year in industry or do an internship - all
excellent additions to your CV.

e Academic challenge - broaden and deepen your interests and knowledge.

e Personal challenge - develop self-confidence, responsibility, independence, initiative...

e Itcan also be immense fun and you’ll make lifelong friends!

WHAT ARE/WERE YOUR MOST IMPORTANT REASONS FOR WANTING TO GO TO UNIVERSITY?

Because | am passionate about the subject | study

To continue my learning and development

Because | want to pursue a particular career

To be intellectually challenged and stimulated

To learn essential life skills

To help me get a job or find a better job

Because | want a change of direction in life

To earn more money in my future career

To have more independence and a greater sense of freedom
Because university is the natural progression after school
To experience university life and have a good time

To meet new people from different countries

To have a fresh start in a place where nobody knows me |
To spend time deciding what | want to do with my life
Because it was expected of me to go to university
Because everyone | know goes/went to university

Source: Hobsons Percentage of respondents identifying each factor among their top three reasons

HOW GRADUATES STILL EARN MORE AT ALL AGES
e Apprenticeship
£15.000 M A®-CGCSE
£10,000

employers in accountancy, business, banking, law, and the media positively prefer you to study a different
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